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travellers on the road of commerce and who is holding up whole
communities to ransom.

These fraudulent persons extracted from me the whole of the
savings of a lifetime ; but, money having no particular interest
for me, I was not dismayed. On the contrary, I was greatly
encouraged in the literary effort that I was making.

In late August 1929, just prior to leaving my home for a sunshine
holiday in Switzerland, I received a letter from my cousin, Sir
William Waterlow, asking me if I would serve on the Lord
Mayor and Sheriffs' Committee for the year of my cousin's
office, for he was already Lord Mayor Elect. I was very
delighted indeed with so singular an opportunity and so rare an
honour.

The functions of this Committee are known to very few outside
Corporation life. The Committee is one of London's most ancient
institutions, and formerly the function of its members was to
ensure that the mob in no way interfered with the ceremonies
attending the election of the Lord Mayor. In addition the
Committee was charged with supplying the City with the
necessary number of linkmen and beadles to provide both light
for the banquets and police supervision of the Lord Mayor's
person. Further, it is entrusted with the organization of the
Ceremonial Procession, now an important Pageant in the cor-
porate life of London, and with arranging the Banquet and
keeping the Lord Mayor's account.

We had our first meeting early in October, and among the
novel features which we introduced into the Procession was a
pageant showing the work of the League of Nations. The fact
that the Lady Mayoress was a Scot gave me an opportunity to
bring to London for the first time in the history of the Procession,
and for the first time also in its regimental history, the pipe and
brass band of my old regiment the ist Battalion the King's Own
Scottish Borderers, the Edinburgh Regiment, and the pipe band
of the ist Seaforth Highlanders whom I had known so well in
India. With the exception of pipers of the Guards regiments
those of no other Scottish regiment had previously appeared in
London's own Pageant.

Prior to the Procession and Banquet the " Lighting-up Dinner "
was held in the large picture gallery in Guildhall. This ceremony,
too, is of most ancient usage. Originally the function was for
the purpose of placing the candles on the tables in Guildhall and
testing the illumination* Although Guildhall has been modernized